
 

 

 

 

   Term 2 Week 7                                                     Thursday 1st June 2017 

Principal’s Message 

  
2017 Diary Dates 

June 2 

Year 5 & 6 Interschool 

Sports 

June 7 

Year 4 – 6 Girls District 

Football 

June 12 

Public Holiday – Queens 

Birthday, no students 

required at school 

June 17 

Foundation Discovery Day, 

11.00am -1.00pm 

June 28 

Foundation Parent 

Information Session,       

6.00 - 7.00pm 

June 30 

End of Term 2 

 

2017 Term Dates 

Term 2 

April 18 – June 30 

Term 3 

July 17 – September 22 

Term 4  

October 9 – December 22 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Upcoming Tourism Expo – Year 5 and 6 
This term Year 5 and 6’s inquiry unit is on Sustainability: Think Local, Act 
Global. As a culmination of their learning and the work they are engaging in 
during Term 2, they will present their work at a Tourism Expo at the school. At 
the expo, they will try to convince others to visit the country they have 
researched. The Tourism Expo will be held on Thursday 15th June between 
2.30pm – 3.15pm. I am very excited to see what the students in Year 5 and 6 
have learnt and hope many of our parents and families will be able to attend. 
 
2018 Foundation Enrolments  
We are currently taking enrolments for next year. Even if you have older 
children currently in the school please enrol as soon as possible to avoid any 
disappointment in missing out on a Foundation place for next year. 
 
National Sorry Day 
Monday 26th May was National Sorry Day. 
 

 
 
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 27th May to 3rd June 
We need to recognise our history and incorporate that into our current story 
to ensure we have a prosperous future that celebrates our diversity and 
strengths when we live and work closely together for the benefit of all.  

Each year National Reconciliation Week (NRW) celebrates and builds on the 
respectful relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
and other Australians. 

The dates that bookend the week are significant milestones in the 
reconciliation journey. 

 



May 27—Marks the anniversary of Australia’s most successful referendum and a defining event in our 
nation’s history. The 1967 referendum saw over 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the 
Commonwealth the power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
recognise them in the national census. 

3 June—Commemorates the High Court of Australia’s landmark Mabo decision in 1992, which legally 
recognised that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have a special relationship to the land—a 
relationship that existed prior to colonalisation and still exists today. This recognition paved the way 
for land rights or Native Title. 

You can obtain more information about National Reconciliation Week from this website 
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/ 
  
Acknowledgment of Country  
Our School Captains commence assemblies with the Acknowledgment of Country.  
But what is this?  
An Acknowledgement of Country is a way of showing awareness of and respect for the traditional 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander owners of the land on which a meeting or event is being held, and 
of recognising the continuing connection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to their 
Country.  
 
An Acknowledgment of Country can be informal or formal and involves visitors acknowledging the 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander owners of the land as well as the long and continuing relationship 
between Indigenous peoples and their Country. 
 
Kind regards,  
Darren Wallace 
Principal  
 

 

 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE        

Human Literacy: Cultural Element 

The Cultural Element in Human Literacy is about the beliefs, attitudes and mindset 

we have that is influenced by our background and life experiences. This is a hugely 

powerful part of who we are, resulting in the actions we take and the behaviours 

we exhibit. This week edumazing provides parents with opportunities to continue 

to support their child through fostering a positive attitude. 

Five Ways to Support Your Child to Develop a Positive Attitude 

1) Accept your child for who they are 
As parents, sometimes we can have big dreams for our children, often guided 

by our own experiences, but can soon discover that our child may have different ideas.  They might not be 

interested in doing dancing, or becoming a doctor or lawyer, and that is completely OK.  When we accept 

them, and their inner worlds (their thoughts, feelings and dreams), we support them to develop a healthier 

mind, become more resilient and develop a stronger self-belief. 

 

 

2) Encourage mistakes 

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/


Our brains actually grow more from mistakes and overcoming challenges than they do from staying in a 

comfort area of previous achievement.  This knowledge can be comforting when you see your child trying to 

master a new skill.  Some things that we believe are easy to learn, actually take considerable time - such as 

knowing what number comes after seven.  Children will first have to count from one to answer this, until 

their number sense develops enough that they just know the answer is eight.  Allow your child to make 

mistakes, and don’t always give them the answers. Instead foster problem solving, to support their 

development further. This can be done by asking questions that guide your child to find their answer.  

3) Encourage effort 
Research shows that when children only have their intelligence praised rather than their effort, they are 

less likely to attempt more difficult challenges – wanting to stay in the comfort zone of their achievement.  

When effort is praised, children are more likely to take on new challenges, as they believe that effort is 

what counts the most.  So instead of praising the work (e.g. Great job) or the child (e.g. Good girl), praise 

the effort that has gone into the work (e.g. Great effort or look at what your effort has achieved?), even 

when things haven’t worked. 

 

4) Model growth-mindset language 
Our language is incredibly influential. Simple language choices have powerful impacts, such as the 

difference between “I can’t” versus “I can”.  Yes we will all faces challenges, and some might be difficult 

now, but that doesn’t mean they are impossible.  Another area to watch is how we often label ourselves 

and others, such as “that was stupid of me…” or “I am so dumb...”, or questions such as “what’s wrong with 

you?”  Pay attention, and remove limiting and negative words from your language.  Help your children to 

see the possibilities in themselves and the world around them. 

5) Focus on the positive 
We can often leave children alone when they are doing the right thing and only pay attention when they are 

doing the wrong thing. This can confuse children and direct their attention to what they shouldn’t be doing.  Put 

attention into what you want to make bigger.  Use language that tells your child what you want, and not what 

you don’t want (replace what not to do, with what to do).  Remember that your words, choices, and actions all 

help to shape your child’s identity – so pay attention to what you are teaching them.    

By edumazing 

 

/Î 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ςτÔÈ -ÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ σ ÁÎÄ τ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÈÅ $ÁÎÄÅÎÏÎÇ 2ÁÎÇÅÓ 

.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÁÒËȢ 

There were plenty of activities to keep everyone occupied for the whole 5 hours. There was a fire path made 

with bricks, each having an illustration on it. I thought it was about Black Saturday. That was my favourite 

activity. Everyone had fun and enjoyed themselves. Pheobe 4W14 

One of the activities we did was the fire track. There were many bricks with drawings to represent what 

happened on Black Saturday, it was interesting but sad. Ranger Julia gave us a presentation that told us about 

the National Park. She told us about the animals and what the Dandenong Rangers do to help the park. It was 

fun and a great experience. I wish I could go to the Dandenong National Park again. Sarah 4W14 

My favourite activity was when we went on a search around the National Park. I had so much fun. We had to 

search for signs and write what the signs represented. Then we saw a deer. It was looking at everyone 

suspiciously. The day ended when the bus came. I wish we can go there again. Nick 4W14 

On Wednesday the 24th of May Year Three and Four went on an excursion to the Dandenong Ranges National 

Park as a part of their ongoing inquiry unit. The following are reflections written by the students.  

 



Here are some 3:2:1 R:I:Q reflections by 3H13. 

3 Recalls:  

I remember seeing two deer facing me and they didn’t look scared at all. I also remember going into a forest and 

we saw a kookaburra. We also watched a video that had maps and animals on it.  

2 Insights:  

I never knew that bikes weren’t allowed in a National Park. I also never knew that we had so many volcanos 

near us. Once there were some in the Dandenong Ranges.  

1 Question:  

Where are all of the animals from?  Lily 3H13 

3 Recalls: 

We answered questions about the fire path. We went on a bush walk and saw a kookaburra. We saw two deer.  

2 insights:  

I never thought there were so many volcanos in Victoria. I didn’t know that you can’t take dogs and cats to 

National Parks 

1 Question:  

Why are people allowed to leave their cars wherever they want?   Aiden 3H13 

3 recalls:  

I remember seeing the two deer that looked in my eyes and it felt magical. I remember seeing the kookaburra 

that stared at me, that was weird. I remember that there were volcanos.  

2 insights:  

That there were two deer. That there was a volcano.  

1 question:  

Where are the animals born at the National Park? Layla 3H13 

 

!ÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ σȡςȡρ 2ȡ)ȡ1 ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ σ'ρυ 

Julia was the park ranger. She showed us interesting and cool things and facts. Michelle 3G 

I remembered when I saw a deer eating grass and hiding in the bushes.  Khalia 3G15 

2 Insights 

I learnt that foxes are dangerous animals. Rhys 3G15 

I did not know that the Mountain Pygmy Possum was the smallest possum in the world. Jessica 3G15 

1 Question 

Why aren’t there any bins in National Parks? Theveen 3G15 

 



                                                    

 

                 

  Diane Morwood 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment Due Dates 

Year Level Excursion/Incursion Cost Due Date CSEF 

Applicable 

3 Camp Deposit $40 Friday 16th June Yes 

F – 2 Swimming Program 

Deposit 

$20 Wednesday 7th 

June 

Yes 

5-6 Camp Balance  $315 Friday 1st 

September  

Yes 

Reminder if you are using CSEF to pay for an activity, a completed envelope is still 

required to be sent into classroom teacher. 



 

Year Student  Reason 

FP8 Cruz O Working so hard to learn his red words.  

Keep it up Cruz!  

FC10 Arlen D  Demonstrating great enthusiasm towards 

our new maths topic of addition.  Your 

addition butterfly activity was excellent!  

Well done, Arlen.  

1P6 Cody C  Being a good friend, staying on task and 

completing her work on time.  

2L11 Caeley C  Achieving her goal of improving on her 

writing and producing a wonderfully written 

paragraph.  

2M12 Micah T  Being a helpful student when Mrs Male was 

away.  

3H13 Sakeena S  Showing great responsibility in the 

classroom and approaching all tasks with a 

positive attitude.  

3G15 Samaah K  Showing great responsibility in class at all 

times and achieving outstanding results in 

her reading!  

3G15 Hura H Goodbye and good luck at your new 

school.  We will miss you!  

4W14 Tyson G His outstanding design skills.  Tyson created 

a fantastic  community map which included 

key grid references.  Well done Tyson!  

4LT16 Mitchell D  Always striving  to do his personal best in all 

areas and for showing persistence and 

challenging himself during maths sessions.  

Youõre a super star Mitch!  Great work! 

5B18 Scarlett S Always showing the ut most respect to all her 

peers and teachers.  Scarlett continuall y 

tries her best and takes on any challenge 

with a positive attitude.  Congratulations!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 4 brochures sent 

home Thursday. Orders and payment due by 

Wednesday, June 14th 2017. 

5W20 Cassie S Her positive attitude to school and always 

working to the best of her ability.  

6H4 Jasmine R  Displaying great pride in her work and 

consistently delivering personal best efforts.  

P.E. AWARD 
Resilience 

6N2 

Showing excellent focus and control to 

succeed in PE classes. 



2018 Foundation 
Parent Information 
and Readiness Sessions 

Wednesday June 28th 
2017                         

 6 pm - 7 pm 

Wednesday 26th July 
2017 

6pm - 7pm 
 

 

Foundation Discovery 
Open Day 

Saturday June 17th 

2017 

11am-1pm 

                                           

                  

 

 

 

  
How will the Discovery Day and the Information and Readiness Sessions 
be helpful? 
The Information and Readiness evening sessions are designed to provide 
our parents and carers with all the necessary information for the coming 
year. There will be teaching staff presenting curriculum information such as 
reading, phonics and Mathematics and guiding parents with tips on how to 
ensure that your child is ready for their start to school in 2018. 

You will also find out about: 
Uniform, before and after school care, School Council, our parent 
committee F.O.M. (Friends of Maramba), canteen, Year 6 buddies program, 
school specialist programs and how you can be involved with your child’s 
start to school. 
 

If you have not yet enrolled your child at Maramba for Foundation in 2018, 
we encourage you to do so as soon as possible, to ensure your child’s place 
in the Footsteps into Foundation program for Term 4. There will be 
enrolment forms available on the information night and our office staff will 
be available to copy your child’s birth certificate and immunisation details. 
 

What are Footsteps into Foundation Discovery Sessions at Maramba 
Primary School? 
Footsteps into Foundation is a fun engaging discovery learning program which allows pre-school aged 
children to come to school and participate in a variety of play-based activities. This allows your child to 
experience school in a real and engaging way that feels fun and safe; allowing your child’s transition to 
school to be smooth and enjoyable. 
 

Where and when? 
The Footsteps into Foundation sessions are held in our Foundation and specialists classrooms over a 
number of afternoons during Term 3, from 2:30pm to 3:15pm. 

FOOTSTEPS INTO FOUNDATION DISCOVERY SESSIONS 
Date Day Time Child’s Activity Parents/Carers 

Aug 9th Wednesday 2:30pm - 3:15pm 
Story time and craft in our 
Foundation classes 

Administration staff will present 
essential enrolment 
information. 

Aug 23rd Wednesday 2:30pm - 3:15pm 
Performing Arts in our music 
studio with Buddies (Music) 

Meet our Principal, Mr Darren 
Wallace for a short 
presentation about our school. 

Sept 6th Wednesday 2:30pm - 3:15pm 
ICT in our library and computer 
lab with Buddies 

Friends of Maramba (F.O.M) 
and OHSC (Out of Hours School 
Care) information. 

Sept 20th Wednesday 2:30pm - 3:15pm 
Visual Art in our Art room with 
Buddies 

Question time and an 
opportunity to sign up to secure 
your child’s place in our Term 4, 
Footsteps into Foundation 
Transition program. 

TERM 3 HOLIDAYS: 23rd OF SEPT TO 8th OCT 
                             



What about the parents? 
Parents will have the opportunity to meet other parents and families ask questions and tour our 
wonderful school. Parents are welcome to stay with their child during the Footsteps into Foundation 
sessions. 
We encourage parents to enrol their child for Foundation at Maramba Primary School in 2018, before 
the 17th September. Our Foundation Transition Program will them commence in Term 4. 
 
What experiences will my child participate in with Footsteps in Foundation? 
• A specialist session: Visual Arts and Performing Arts. 
• Story time with a follow up craft activity. 
• A visit to the Library and Computer Lab. 
• Exploring the school grounds and play equipment. 
• Meeting Year 5 students who will be their Buddies in 2018. 
 

How are the Footsteps into Foundation Transition Sessions Different? 
When the Footsteps into Foundation transition sessions start, they are predominantly set up for 
families who have already enrolled their child in the school. These sessions run as a continuation of the 
Foundation Discovery sessions where children will continue to engage in a variety of fun activities in a 
classroom setting. However, they will be more focused on the transition from kindergarten to primary 
school allowing the teachers to start observing each child in the class environment.  
 
These observations and activities provide teachers with important information about the child’s stage 
of development and establish the level of academic and pastoral support they would benefit from at 
the beginning of the school year.  During these sessions, your child will have the opportunity to 
interact with their potential future class mates and potential teacher for 2018. 
 

FOOTSTEPS INTO FOUNDATION TRANSITION PROGRAM 
Date Day Time Child’s Activity Parents/Carers 

Oct 18th Wednesday 2:30pm - 3:15pm Big Book Session 
Afternoon Tea provided while 

your child is doing their activity. 
 

Nov 8th Wednesday 2:30pm - 3:15pm 
Interactive Mathletics 

Activities 

Music presentation from our 
Production Cast and chat to our 

Principal, Mr Darren Wallace. 
 

Nov 29th Wednesday 11:30am - 1pm 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic and craft. 

Bring your teddy along! 

You are free to go and come 
back at 1pm 

 

Dec 12th Tuesday 9:30am - 12pm 
Meet your 2017 teacher and 

classroom experience 

You are free to go and come 
back at 12pm 

 

TERM 4 HOLIDAYS: 23rd OF DEC TO 30th JAN 

 

What to do next? 
If you are interested in our Footsteps in Foundation program, please register by calling 9796 7150. 
Then simply bring your child along to the first session on August 9th and please ensure that you sign 
your child into each session at the office. 

 

 



 

 

Canteen Menu Updated 

Canteen closes at 2.00pm 



 

 



  

Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their 

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, MPS, does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to 

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Darren Wallace - Principal  

       

CSEF Application Forms can be 

completed at the school 

administration office.  


